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Jephthah vowed that if God granted him victory over the Ammonites, he
would offer as a burnt sacrifice the first person to greet him upon his re-
turn home—and that person turned out to be his only daughter. While
Jephthah believed the outcome of the war rested with God, he adopted
the Canaanite practices of Chemosh and Molech by relying on human
sacrifice during the process. No matter how good an outcome may
seem, if the process deviates from God’s will, it cannot bring Him glory.
God cares just as much about our attitude through the process as He
does about the end result. We ought to accept the outcome with obedi-
ence, while taking joy in knowing God and walking alongside Him
through every step.
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While Jephthah declared that victory belonged to God, he still
turned to pagan methods when making his vow. Let's reflect to-
gether: have there been times in our own faith journey where we
trusted God for the end result, but chose a different, worldly path
to get there?
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Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came
out to meet him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child;
besides her he had neither son nor daughter. 35And as soon as he saw her, he
tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low,
and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For | have opened my
mouth to the Lord, and | cannot take back my vow.” 36And she said to him,
“My father, you have opened your mouth to the Lord; do to me according to

what has gone out of your mouth, now that the Lord has avenged you on your
enemies, on the Ammonites.”




