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Our family challenge this week: Each day, notice something good about one
person in your family and say, “God is using you in a wonderful way.”
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A Parent’s Blessing: OO, may God fill your words with warmth and love, and

may your words encourage the friends you meet.
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® Pray Together - 1 min
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Dear God, thank You that our family can worship You together today. Please
guard our hearts so that we do not think we are more important than others or
become jealous, as the Ephraimites did. When You bless someone else, help us

to celebrate with them. May our words never cut people down. Instead, may

they comfort hurting hearts and give others courage. We place our family prayer

request, in Your hands. Please lead us in the best way. Help our

child speak words that bring life and peace at home, at school, and wherever

they go. We pray in the name of Jesus, who loves us. Amen.
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Family Worship with Children
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Bible Passage: Judges 12:1-4 - For Children Aged 8-13
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Today'’s Big Idea (Say It Together)
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“Let’s celebrate what God is doing and build one another up with kind words.”
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a God’'s Word (New Hymnal 204) — P Listen on YouTube
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God's Grace (Gospel Song) — P Listen on YouTube

of= E2: Icebreaker:
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What is one thing someone said today that made you feel good?
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® Read the Bible - 3 min
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Take turns reading one verse each.

AtARZ| 12:1-4 / Judges 12:1-4
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The Ephraimites gathered together, crossed north, and said to Jephthah, “Why

did you go to fight the Ammonites without calling us to join you? We will burn

down your house with you inside it.”
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Jephthah answered, “My people and | were in a great conflict with the

Ammonites. | called for your help, but you did not rescue me from them.
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When | saw that you would not help, | risked my life and went to fight the

Ammonites. The Lord gave me victory over them. So why have you come today

to fight against me?”
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Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought against Ephraim. The
Gileadites defeated them because the Ephraimites had insulted them, saying,

“You Gileadites are only fugitives living among Ephraim and Manasseh.”
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® Talk It Through (Havruta) - 7 min
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Parents, rather than giving the answer straight away, invite your child to share

what they think. Listen first, then ask, “What makes you think that?” This is a

conversation, not a test.
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Why do you think the Ephraimites were angry that Jephthah had not
called them to join the battle?
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What threatening and disrespectful things did the Ephraimites say to
Jephthah's family and the people of Gilead?
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Jephthah was already grieving the loss of his daughter. How might he
have felt when the Ephraimites threatened to burn down his home?
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How might the Gileadites have felt when they were put down and

called “runaways with no place of your own"?
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Why might we feel jealous or left out when a friend or sibling gets
more praise or does really well?
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If we pause before we speak, what words of kindness could we choose

to build one another up?
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